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2020/7: Shell continues expansion of Pennsylvania project workforce
Shell paused adding workers in late June to install an onsite COVID-19 testing lab.

2020/6: Shell controls Covid-19 after restarting Pennsylvania construction but other risks loom
Shell interrupted on March 18 the construction of this complex where it has a 100% interest and begun a restart in stages on May 4. Once built, it will crack ethane
from Northeast shale basins into ethylene to polymerize into 1.6 million tonnes of polyethylene annually.
View of the Ohio River and Pittsburgh, about a half-an-hour drive up the river from the Shell polyethylene complex under construction. Photo courtesy of Christopher Klein/Pixabay
As of early June 2020 Shell has controlled with safety protocols the incremental construction restart of its new planned ethylene and polyethylene complex in Pennsylvania yet
other risks brewing before Covid-19 may eventually prove harder to mitigate.
Covid-free partial construction restart as of early June
“On March 18, we made the decision to temporarily suspend activities,” Curtis Smith, from Shell U.S. Media, said in an email on June 2.
“That same day we made clear there was no timeline for a restart and that resumption of work would happen in a phased manner,” he added.
A scaled-down crew remained on site to care for equipment and put in place mitigation measures to protect workers from COVID-19, Smith said.
The interruption was in line with instructions by Pennsylvania authorities to stop all non-essential activities. Protocols follow U.S. Center for Disease Control guidelines.
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